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to declare lawful a Jihad against the British; but was boldly
withstood and opposed by two leading Wahabis. If these two
learned doctors came forward spontaneously at such a time to
deny the legality of the Jihad, the instance is a very strong
one : but if the fact was that they had been called upon by
Bakht Khnn, a famous mutineer, to put their signatures to
such -a declaration while the English were bombarding the city*
it is possible that they had noticed the lines of the English
batteries pushing gradually nearer, and had reflected upon that
text quoted some pages back from the Koran, about true believers
not being bound to rush upon destruction. But whatever may
be the real convictions of Wahabism, without doubt its followers
are few throughout all India, and are intensely unpopular with
all other sects of Mahomedans in provinces \vhere Mahomedan
loyalty is infinitely more important to the security of our
Government than in Bengal proper. In many parts of India,
the appearance of a *Wahabi preacher is the signal for sharp
internal discord; the 'odium theolofficitm breaks out at once.
It is some years since the Nizam's government at Hyderabad
expelled the Wahabis for bi'eeding endless strife in that great
Musalman city, where it was not safe to attend religious revivals
without sword and buckler; and very recently a "WahSbi teacher
came down to the province of Berar, in the Hyderabad country.
He was an earnest reformer, and the abuses which he de-
nounced were patent; but in a few weeks he had quarrelled
with the chief Moulvies of their district over questions of theo-
logy and ecclesiastic discipline, with all the Pharisees, and with
Demetrius the silversmith, upon backslidings connected with
worship at shrines, and the ungodly gains made by trading upon
superstitious usages. All parties virulently accused Im-n of
sedition against Caesar, that is, against the Queen's Government*
The British officials, taking a broader view of "their duty tlian
did the Roman CraDio, not only refused to interfere in a
dispute about religious law, but also took measures to preserve
order and prevent violence to any man, and the Wahfibi was
placed under the special protection of the police.

I have thus attempted to set forth my view of the causes of
Mahomedan discontents with us in  India, by shewing that